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Good afternoon, Senator McCrory, Representative Currey, Senator Berthel, Representative 
McCarty, and members of the Education Committee. 
 
I testify today in support of House Bill 6884. This bill takes important steps toward addressing 
the educator shortage in Connecticut, showing educators that theirs is a respected profession, 
and ensuring that our classrooms and schools can provide the best possible education for our 
students. 
 
I have been teaching kindergarten for over 20 years.  The curriculum continues to intensify, 
despite what we know about brain development.  My students are more anxious than ever, 
quick to disengage from lessons that they simply aren't interested in.  Do you know a new five 
year old with a passion for decomposing teen numerals?  I've yet to meet one.  When you are 
five, 6 months is 10% of your whole life.  There is a huge difference between the older and 
younger students and we rush to 'intervention' on skills that children's brains just aren't ready 
for yet.  The wealthier towns are already red-shirting their children and it increases the gap for 
poorer areas.  CT is the only state allowing kids born in December to enter K at age 4.  It's 
wrong.  It's fixable.  Let's bring in children older, let them play, and find the JOY in kindergarten 
again or pay for it in mental health services later. 
 
Thank you for your time and consideration.



 


